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Environmental Manifestations and Symbolism in the
Poetry of Dhu al-Rummah: An Ecological Critical Study.
Youssef Abbas Ali Hussein.
Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Languages, Luxor
University, Egypt.
Email: dr_youssef2030@gmail.com
Abstract:

Ecological criticism is concerned with studying the
relationship between literature and the environment. It is more
broad and comprehensive, and deals with various sciences. We
must not forget the precedence of Arab writers and critics in
speaking about the impact of the environment on poetry since the
first beginning of poetry. However, the term ecocriticism appeared
recently in the twentieth century. So, the practice was present
among the ancients, and the term was absent, as it searches for the
place of the environment within the literary production of the
creator or poet, with the aim of monitoring the poet’s visions
towards the environment, as the environment is considered a
pivotal element, and man is the fruit of the social and natural
environment, and this relationship was clearly and evidently
manifested in Umayyad poetry through the use of environmental
symbols, Poetry has been linked, since its earliest days, to nature
and its picturesque aspects. Poets have drawn inspiration from its
abundant and diverse manifestations to reflect their emotions and
turbulent feelings. The Umayyad era witnessed a remarkable
development in poetry, as the intellectual and social
transformations that the era witnessed reflected the emergence of
symbolism, as poets expressed their emotional feelings and values
in an indirect manner. This added a semantic depth to Dhu al-
Rummah’s poetic texts, allowing for multiple meanings and
interpretations in reading his texts, as he used symbolism in his
texts and employed it in depicting the desert, animals, plants, and
night, thus contributing to making the texts more suggestive and
interpretive, which reflects Dhu al-Rummah’s ability to blend
reality with imagination. Environmental symbolism was
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manifested in poetry through the evocation of existing and
surrounding environmental elements, such as desert, mountains,
rivers, night, stars, plants, and animals, as the environmental
elements represented buried feelings and emotions. The topic,
"Environmental Manifestations and Symbolism in the Poetry of
Dhu al-Rummah: An Ecological Critical Study,” is a window
through which we can look and learn how poets dealt with and
interacted with their surroundings. The environment is the
incubator and nurture of poets, and it is what shapes their artistic
and intellectual visions.

Keywords: Ecocriticism - Manifestations - Environment -
Symbolism - Dhu al-Rummabh.
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