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The aesthetics of color composition in Hariri’s Maqamat, an
analytical study

Mohammad Mohammad Morsy Mosa Aldoghman.

Lecturer of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Arabic Language,

Al-Azhar University, Menoufia.

Email: mohamedeldoghman.lan@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Colors occupy an important place in our lives, and they have
had an influence on the literary scene (poetry and prose) since
ancient times. Because of its great importance, and the semantic
charge and suggestive power it gives, being one of the main
elements in the formation of the poetic image.

The psychological state of the writer may constitute multiple
connotations for one color. For example, the color red has the
connotation of goodness and joy at times, and at other times we
find it the connotation of anger, irritation, and intense feelings.
The color black may be beloved by some souls, while it is the
color of misery and sadness for others.

Because color formation is important in showing the
aesthetics of the text in the literary image, in addition to its clear
impact in enriching the literary text; This study dealt with it
according to Al-Hariri in his magamat. Al-Hariri’s Magamat is
considered at the highest peak of literary works concerned with
this art, and Al-Hariri is considered the undisputed pioneer of this
art. Although Badi’ al-Zaman al-Hamdhani preceded him in this
art, he matured and reached the goal of benevolence according to
Hariri.

Then the study focused on the color formation in Hariri’s
Magamat, in terms of four axes: They are: First: the explicit
colors, which are explicitly mentioned in their name, such as
white and red. Second: Inexplicit colors, which are those in
which the name of the color is not stated, but rather a description
of it is given through which we understand the reality of the color
intended, such as: ocher and mahjal. Third: Metaphorical colors,
which are used for purposes other than what they were intended
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for, such as using white to indicate a comfortable life, or vice
versa, such as mentioning a word to indicate a color, such as
saying “ghadafiya” to indicate blackness. Fourth: Opposite
colors, such as white and black being mentioned at the same
time.

It adopted the descriptive analytical method, which is
concerned with studying the literary text and analyzing it in all its
aspects in an attempt to extrapolate the concepts of the magamat
text and analyze models of color formation with deep
psychological dimensions in it.

It adopted the descriptive analytical method, which is
concerned with studying the literary text and analyzing it in all its
aspects in an attempt to extrapolate the concepts of the magamat
text and analyze models of color formation with deep
psychological dimensions in it.

The research revealed how color formation made a tangible
contribution to displaying creative aesthetics in shrines.

Keywords: Aesthetics - Formation - Color - Magamat - Al-
Hariri - Study - Analysis.
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