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Dreams’ genre transformation in Naguib Mahfouz
Stories
Latifa Ahmed Saif Al-Islam Hassan
Department of Rhetoric, Literary Criticism and
Comparative Literature
Faculty of Dar Elolom - Cairo University - Egypt

Abstract:

The research looks at the “dreams’ genre
transformation in Naguib Mahfouz stories”. Follows are
the key findings. Stories written by Naguib Mahfouz
contains two types of dreams. The first is “the dream”
that falls within the story telling; i.e. “ narrative dream”.
The second is represented in texts originally based on
dreams; i.e. “narrating the dreams”. It was found out that
narration in the “narrative dream” is complex, in which
the “dream” stands as a subordinate story to the frame or
main story; “the story”. On the other hand, “narrating
dreams” in Mahfouz stories is a narrative style - different
from other narrative styles- that must be recognized and
adopted. Its artistic characteristics distinguish it from
other narrative styles. The most important of such
characteristics are: Focus: which means it depends on
symbolism ,reference, hint and philosophy. structural
condensation: which means usage of short yet rich in
meaning and connotation statements. As well as the usage
of poetic language that affirms and establish the meaning
In an appropriate creative structure. Add to this other
characteristics that this research has revealed.

Key words: Narration transformation - the dream -
Narrating the dreams- Naguib Mahfouz
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